Your Township
Government
		Working for You
When a tornado touched down in Warren
Township Sunday night, August 2, Highway
Department crews were on the scene in less
than an hour helping residents clean up the
devastation left behind by the 90 – 100 mph
winds.
For more on the tornado and cleanup, please
turn to page 2.

Warren Township Center
17801 West Washington Street, Gurnee

“ P r o v i d i n g e x c e p t i o n a l s e rvice, en rich in g
o u r c o m m u n i t y, i m p r o vin g lives.”
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Highway Department crews among first responders
An EF1 tornado hit Wildwood, Grayslake, Hainesville and beyond at about 8:30 p.m. on Sunday, August 2. In
one area alone, the powerful storm left a five-mile swath of felled power lines and hundreds of trees. Highway
Commissioner Jerry Rudd and Director of Operations Amy Sarver were among the first to arrive on the scene
and last to leave, barely catching a breath before 3:30 p.m., Monday afternoon.
“I can’t praise our Highway Department enough for the many long hours of outstanding service to our community.
Thanks also to the many others who went above and beyond for our residents. With all of the electric lines downed
by trees (for example), it was only with the help of Grayslake Fire Protection District that we were able to begin
the cleanup,” Supervisor Suzanne Simpson said.
Among the many others who assisted, 22 fire departments from throughout the area worked with Grayslake Fire
Protection District. Directly assisting Warren Township’s Highway Department with the cleanup effort were crews
from Antioch, Grant, Vernon, Fremont and Ela Townships’ Highway Departments, as well as teams from Buffalo
Grove, Gurnee and Lake County’s Public Works Departments. Elected officials who immediately offered their help
included Lake County Administrator Barry Burton, Lake County Board Members Sandra Hart and Steve Carlson,
State Senator Melinda Bush and Congressman Bob Dold.
Neighbors also helped neighbors remove debris, and
BBQ’d Productions even served 3,000 free meals to our
Wildwood residents.

(Top left) Photo, courtesy of Lake County, shows the tornado’s
path.
(Other photos) The Highway Department used multiple chippers,
loaders, skid loaders, a horizontal grinder, tub grinder and more
than 25 trucks to clear and haul away debris from hundreds of
fallen trees in Wildwood.
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Young archeologists needed. Come and dig
for dino bones! A fossilized tyrannosaurus
rex reigns over our refurbished sandlot. Bring
your pails and plastic shovels for digging. A
treasured, fun time will be had by all.

Calling all pirate wannabes!
Warren Township recently
had a pirate ship sail into the
playground and permanently
dock, just waiting for young
buccaneers and pirates. Come
visit and play on the new pirate
ship.
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Indiana Covered Bridge Festival
Enjoy quaint, historical sites, shopping and more on this one-day trip to the
Indiana Covered Bridge Festival. The guided tour begins at Rockville Square
where a large tent and the streets around the courthouse are filled with crafts
and vendors for your shopping delight. You are free to grab lunch on your own
at the festival. At Billie Creek Village —a turn of the century community with
more than 30 historical buildings and several covered bridges— you may get
off the bus, walk around, and take pictures of the beautiful covered bridges.
The day ends with a delicious buffet dinner at the charming Turkey Run Inn.

Wednesday, October 14
Se nior S er vices
8 4 7 - 2 4 4 - 1101, extension * 5 0 1
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6 a.m. – 8 p.m. (Arrive at Senior Center by 5:45 a.m.)
Last day to sign up: Tuesday, September 22
Cost: $90

It’s a wonderful life at the Fireside Theatre

B

e pampered like royalty at the Fireside Theatre,
known for gourmet meals, a beautiful venue,

and fantastic shows. We will travel by motor coach
to Fort Atkinson, Wisconsin, to see a stunning, live,
stage musical. The menu includes an appetizer of
fresh scallops surrounded by shredded, crisp, golden
brown potatoes; an entrée of roast capon chicken over
mushroom and herb stuffing; whipped potatoes; fresh
asparagus; baked, southern-style corn pudding; and a
choice of date and toffee pudding cake, pecan caramel
turtle ball sundae or lemon mousse cheesecake. Enjoy
shopping in the Fireside gift shops before lunch.

Production: It’s A Wonderful Life
For: Seniors, 55 and older
Cost: $92
Wednesday, December 16

8:30 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.

Registration: Monday, October 12 – Friday, November 13

53

Adult and family workshops

Yo uth and F a m i l y S e r v i c e s
100 South Greenleaf St., Gurnee
847-244-1101, extension *401

Y

outh and Family Services provides shortterm counseling to families with children

in grades K – 12. Young adults aged 18 – 21

may be eligible depending upon presenting

Surviving and Thriving the Preschool Years
Practical knowledge and skills for parents and educators
Learn about the minds of preschoolers, their key developmental goals and ways to effectively manage
challenging behaviors. Additionally, learn ways to parent in a positive and calm manner that builds
relationships while maintaining your sanity. The workshop is presented by Sara Sladoje, MS, Certified

problem.

Child Life Specialist of GRASP group, an agency that specializes in child development and parenting.

The first session is free. Additional sessions

Tuesday, September 29

are $10 with a sliding scale available.
Monday – Thursday and Saturday
Phone intake is required.

6:30 – 8 p.m.

No fee

Viking Park Dance Hall, 4374 Old Grand Ave., Gurnee

Lunch with a Lawyer
Call to reserve a 20-minute legal consultation at no cost. Open to Warren Township residents.
Wednesdays, September 30, November 4, January 13

Schedule at 847-244-1101 extention *401

When love doesn’t conquer all

A great presentation for parents and professionals
This interactive workshop offers effective, concrete techniques to families and professionals who work
with children and adolescents with behavioral problems. Jim Kling will discuss practical applications of
techniques that can be used to create environments of mutual respect and cooperation with effective
rules, responsibilities and consequences. His “Fair But Firm” approach is designed to work with youth
exhibiting behavioral problems such as disrespect, defiance, verbal and physical aggression, truancy
and ongoing refusal to comply with teachers or parents.
Tuesday, October 27

6

No fee

6:30 – 8:30 p.m.

Warren-Newport Public Library, 224 N. O’Plaine Rd., Gurnee

Sponsored by Warren-Newport Public Library and Warren Township Youth Services

Youth Programs
Stop and Breathe
How to effectively manage test-taking anxiety
In this workshop, students will enjoy an informative, brief discussion on how they can use their breathing and
visualization skills to counteract the anxiety that can occur for many students before and during test taking. Presented by
Susan Ginsberg of Stop and Breathe (www.stopandbreathe.org).
Grades: 6–8 and 9–12

Thursday, September 24

6–7 and 7–8 p.m.

Fee: none

Friday Night Alternative
Students in grades 6 – 8 hang out with friends
At Friday Night Alternative (FNA), students in grades 6 – 8 hang
out with friends in a fun, safe environment. Sponsored by Warren
Township Youth and Family Services and supported by parent
volunteers, FNA events are held throughout the school year.
Cost: $15 for reusable FNA Admission Card
First FNA Dance: Friday, September 11
Register online: www.WTYouthServices.com/fna-events
Forms available: Youth and Family Services, 100 S. Greenleaf 		
		

St., Gurnee

More information: 847-244-1101, extension *401
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Assessor’s Office

847-244-1101, extension *200

2015 countywide General Reassessment underway
State statute requires that townships reevaluate assessments every four years to make sure they are fair
and equitable. To achieve this, the Assessor’s Office is conducting field visits to ensure accurate records
and capture any new construction. The last three years of sales (2012 – 14) must be used to make market
adjustments to values. Any Board of Review decisions made in the last four years will also be reassessed.

What does this mean for you?
Since this is a General Reassessment
year, it is important that you review your
blue notice when you receive it in the mail
or check your property’s characteristics
online at assessor.lakecountyil.gov.
Notices were mailed August 12, 2015.
If you have not received one, or if you
have any questions about the information
provided, call our office immediately.

What can I do if I don’t agree with my assessment?
Taxpayers have 30 days to file an appeal after assessments are published. The deadline to file an appeal for
the Township is Friday, September 11. Paperwork must be postmarked by this date. Taxpayers must provide
evidence supporting a new value when filing, such as comparison grids created at assessor.lakecountyil.gov
or appraisals done by a licensed appraiser. Once evidence is obtained, contact our office. We can perform an
informal review of the evidence and your property record card with you. This will determine if any changes can
be made instead of having to file with the Lake County Board of Review. If we cannot make a change, you can
either fill out a cover sheet for the Board of Review and mail your evidence to the county or scan it in to your
computer and file online. More information can be found at assessor.lakecountyil.gov or call our office for assistance.
We encourage all taxpayers to contact the Assessor’s Office before hiring someone to appeal an assessment.

Does this mean my taxes are going up?
Just because your assessment changes up or down does not mean that your tax bill is going to change in the same manner. Assessments are adjusted
uniformly across neighborhoods so that the tax burden is distributed equally. The driving factor in your tax bill is the tax levy. The levy is divided by the
assessed value to determine the tax rate.
LEVY
ASSESSED VALUE

The LEVY is the amount of tax dollars that your taxing body requests.
= TAX RATE

The ASSESSED VALUE is the total of the assessments in the taxing district.
The TAX RATE is a calculation that results from the LEVY divided by the ASSESSED VALUE.

Taxes go up because LEVIES go up. ASSESSED VALUES and TAX RATES are just the TOOLS used to divide up the total tax burden created by the
combined LEVIES of our local taxing bodies. This can be a confusing process. If you have any questions at all, please contact the Assessor’s Office.
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Wa r re n Sp e c ia l R ec re a tio n A ss ociat ion ( W SRA)
1 00 S. Gr ee nle a f S t., Gurne e

8 4 7 -2 4 4 -6 6 1 9

IN SPIRING PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES THROUGH MEANINGFUL RECREATION

Summer Day Camp
We had so much fun doing many new and exciting activities. WSRA had a total
of 71 campers and 45 camp counselors. Our summer was packed with lively
activities and games. Some of the highlights include water park trips, learning
what it is like to be a fire fighter, bumper boats, go-karting, hiking in nature at
Independence Grove and, of course, a lot of crazy-themed challenges! On
the days it rained, we had good times indoors at our Greenleaf facility, and at
the Senior Center and Teen Center at the main Township campus. With such
great places to go, the rain could not stop us from having a great summer!

Gratitude

WSRA thanks the Warren Township High School Students of Service (SOS) and Student Council organizations
for donating money to our Special Olympics basketball program. WSRA used the funds to purchase new
uniforms for our Rockets Gold and Red teams. The athletes will look fantastic this year!
WSRA also thanks Warren Township High School Girls Softball Team for continued support of our participants
through its annual Sherry Wagner/WSRA Memorial Softball Game.

(Above, holding the check) Amber
Bodame, Inclusion and Special Olympics
Coordinator, accepts a check on behalf of
WSRA from Mr. Hanlon and his Students of
Service officers.

Sherry Wagner’s son Keith (far
left) and his many friends enjoy
WSRA’s Leisure Enrichment for
Adult Pursuits (LEAP) program
throughout the year.
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G u rn e e a n d Pa r k C ity Te e n C enter s
www.warrenteens.com
Supporting local youth by providing them with a safe, supervised and social environment which promotes skills for a healthy lifestyle.
The Teen Centers have a “drop in” atmosphere that allows kids to attend when they want and freely choose their activities.
For youths entering grades 6 – 12

For more on Teen Centers, see pages 11 – 13

Teen Centers at Gurnee and Park City offer members the chance to hang out after
school with friends and to take advantage of fun clubs, indoor and outdoor games and a
quiet place to study with plenty of computers and homework help.
Pizza and Movie Night is one of the fun activities offered at both Teen Centers on
specific Friday nights. Both centers also offer Cooking Club and Arts and Crafts Club,
described below, as well as a Girls Group and a Guys Group, designed to give teens a
safe place to discuss some of the issues and challenges that they face.

Open Mic Night
Sponsored by Warren Township High School’s Creations
Group, Creation Café Open Mic Night gives talented high
school students the chance to perform music, poetry and/
or improv comedy among peers in a casual environment.
Open Mic Night is open to all Warren Township High
School students, not just Teen Center members.
7 – 9:30 p.m.

Cook Club members learn to prepare simple
meals, desserts and even more difficult culinary
techniques in the kitchen and on the grill.
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Arts and Crafts Club includes a wide range of
activities from making posters to creating holiday
gifts. (Below) Club members tie-dye tee shirts to
wear in the Gurnee Days Parade.

Friday nights

Monthly, except December and May
Location: Gurnee Teen Center

G ur nee Te e n C e n t e r
17801 W. Washington St., Gurnee
847-244-1101, extension *459
School Year Hours:
Monday  – Thursday, 2  – 7 p.m.
Friday, 2  – 5 p.m.
www.warrenteens.com

Challenge yourself with trivia

Create 3D animation
at Digital Media Club
Digital Media Club explores the world of digital
art, including digital painting, 3D modeling
and 3D animation. Members learn how to use
aspects of GNU Image Manipulation Program
(GIMP) and Blender, an open source 3D
content-creation program. These tools are
used in the creation of movies and videos.
Beginning September 2, the club will meet
every other Wednesday.

(Above) Chris Nelson tries his hand at digital painting at the
Gurnee Teen Center’s Digital Media Club.

Learn about living a healthy lifestyle in Girls Group
In Girls Group, members talk honestly and
openly. They also participate in empowering
activities that boost self confidence in a
stress-free environment. Topics include
Teen Center members experience both fun and
challenging times when they compete in daily
trivia contests. Members get one guess per day.
Categories change daily and include science and
nature, arts and literature, geography, history, and
sports and entertainment. Members can win daily,

friends, relationships, peer pressure, healthy
habits, Internet safety and building one’s selfimage. One of the many positive outcomes
is that girls learn ways to create lasting
friendships.
Girls Group is also offered at Park City

weekly and monthly prizes. Guesses can be made

Teen Center.

anytime between 2 and 5 p.m.

(Right) Girls share their ideas at a Girls Group meeting.
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Like scary stories? You
will love Paranormal Club
Paranormal Club is purely for entertainment
purposes for Park City Teen Center members
who enjoy ghosts and scary stories. Members get
together to enjoy ghost hunting shows, tell scary
stories, play some trivia and learn how the teams
on those shows actually hunt for ghosts.

P ark C ity Teen C enter
333 Teske Blvd., Park City
847-244-1101, extension *801
School Year Hours:
Monday  –  Thursday, 2  – 7 p.m.
Friday, 2  – 6 p.m.
www.warrenteens.com

Learn how to play new sports in the great outdoors
Sports Club is designed to teach member something new and get them outside to enjoy the beautiful
weather. The Club teaches teamwork and the real rules of sports, many of which they may never have
heard in the past.

Help plan activities in the Teen Volunteer Program
Teen Center volunteers at both Park City and Gurnee work with staff to plan daily activities at the
Teen Centers and to build relationships with other members. Volunteers also help plan and run large
community events and middle school dances.

Water, water everywhere!
(Top left) Park City Teen Center members get doused with buckets of water, adding to the fun of a summer lock-in event.
(Middle left) An extra drenching on a hot day is part of the fun for Park City Teen Center member Blanca Hernandez at Raging
Waves in Yorkville.
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(Bottom left) Park City and Gurnee Teen Center members traveled to Raging Waves in Yorkville for some wet fun.

Teen Centers staff and
members ham it up
(Far left) Gurnee Teen Center Director
Joe Doyle and staff member Jamaal
Malone prepare to defend their title in
the Rib Eating Contest at Gurnee Days.
Unfortunately, they came up short by a
whopping .04 pound and finished second.
(Left) Gurnee and Park City Teen Center
members and guests show off the Teen
Centers’ float at the Gurnee Days Parade.

Thank you Food Pantry donors
The Township Food Pantry provides food to Warren families

Food Pantry

in need. Thank you very much to the many individuals and

Location: Supervisor’s Office

organizations that recently donated fresh, canned or other

Donations accepted:

food items. They include Ascension Greek Orthodox Church
Philoptochos Society, Kristy Trouy, June Brooks, Bill and Jill
Ballock, Perry Plescia, Nancy Bernard and Chuck Solomonson
of Innerly Peaceful Group, Marianne and Tom Turnbull, Ginger
Fruhwirth, Rachita Singh, Church of the Annunciation, Van
and Kim Hemphill and Westgate subdivision. A huge thank
you also to those who donated cash, paper products or other
items: David and Lisa Pilkington, Anna Cushing, JPV Financial,
Anne Hemingway and Ms. Mateo’s Class at Spaulding School.
Lastly, a shout out of thanks to our many anonymous donors.

Monday – Friday
9 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Girl Scout Juniors Troop 41043 of Gurnee
donated 40 “Birthday in a Box” kits to the
Food Pantry. Each kit contains cake mix,
cake tins, frosting and sprinkles, small
toys and candles.
(At right) Sarah Convey and Emily
Anderson of the 5th grade troop pose in
front of the birthday kits.
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Leaf Collection Program

Get your new, free, larger recycling bin

The annual leaf collection in unincorporated areas of the Township

Solid Waste Agency of Lake County (SWALCO) encourages all

begins Monday, October 19, and continues through the week of

newer 96-gallon bins. To receive your free bin, please contact

Monday, November 23. After Waste Management trucks make
their final runs through neighborhoods, they do not return to collect
additional leaves. Leaves should be raked to the curb, beginning
at the edge of the pavement and be no more than 5’ in width.
For more information, please contact the Highway Department at
847-244-1101, extension *301.

Don’t drown in it. Shred it!
Don’t drown in your old tax returns, bank or credit statements,
or other outdated or sensitive materials. Shred them in
a secure setting.

No need to remove staples, rubber

residents to upgrade from the old 64-gallon recycling bins to the
Waste Management at 800-796-9696. Recyling is now required
by law and the new bins have a different color lid —instead of just
stickers— that denote recycling. This ensures that the carts will
work with the automated hauling process and guarantees there will
be no confusion between recycling and garbage bins.

Shredding Event
Saturday, October 10

9 a.m. – 1 p.m.

Parking lot C, 17801 W. Washingington St., Gurnee

bands, folders or paper clips before shredding documents.

Electronics recycling and more
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Paper isn’t the only recyclable you can dispose of easily. Year-round electronics recycling
is available at Grayslake Public Works, 585 Berry Ave., Grayslake. Also accepted at this
facility are cardboard, mixed paper, household containers, shoes, clothing and textiles. Hours
are Monday – Friday, 7 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. and Saturday, 8 a.m. – 12 noon. Other electronics
recycling locations include Antioch Waste Management North, Grant Township Road District
Facility, Wauconda Township Road District Facility and Waukegan Public Works Facility. For more
information, go to www.swalco.org

Lear n h o w t o hel p a y oung p e r son in distress

Yo u t h Me n t a l H e a lth F irst A id
This class is designed to teach parents and professionals
how to help an adolescent who is experiencing a mental
health or addictions challenge, or is in crisis. It is ideal for
family members, caregivers, health and human service
workers, teachers, neighbors and other caring people who
interact with ages 12 – 18. It introduces common mental health
challenges and teaches a five-step action plan for how to
help young people in both crisis and non-crisis situations.

Friday, November 13
8:30 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.
Greenleaf Building, 100 S.
Greenleaf St., Gurnee
For information,
call 847-244-1101, ext. *401

Everything’s coming up roses thanks to Gurnee Girl Scout Troop 41716
(Left) Gurnee Girl Scout Troop 41716 members pose with
Supervisor Sue Simpson after planting rose bushes at the Township
Center this past April. From left to right, they are Julia T, Emmy
M., Katie N., Gia R., Grace G., Evie S., Emily F., Sophie B., and
Kaitlyn M.

(Left) the scouts plant rose bushes in front of
the Town Hall.
(Above) Two roses show off their beauty on
one of the bushes planted by the scouts.
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Township Officials
Suzanne D. Simpson
Supervisor

George Iler
Clerk

Gerald E. Rudd
Highway Commissioner

ECRWSSEDDM
Residential Customer

Charlie Mullin
Assessor

Donna L. Radke
Trustee

Ken Echtenacher, Jr.
Trustee

Bill Gill
Trustee

Contact us at 847- 244- 1101
Find us on the web at www.warrentownship.net &
in person at southwest corner of Almond Rd. and Washington St.

Mike Semmerling
Trustee

Take
a
book,
return
a
book
at our

Newly Refurbished Little Free Library

Aubrey Wuchter of the Park Department totally refurbished our Little Free Library, complete
with hand-made shingles and a school-house bell tower. Help us fill up our free library, located
near the sand play area, with your favorite children’s books. Everyone is welcome to stop by
and pick up a book (or two). Why not bring back another book to share with someone else?

